
Gathering Music 
 

“Our God” 

  
Water You turned into wine  
Opened the eyes of the blind  
There's no one like You, none like You  
 

Into the darkness You shine  
Out of the ashes we rise  
There's no one like You, none like You  
 
Chorus  
Our God is greater, our God is stronger  
God You are higher than any other  
Our God is healer, awesome in power  
Our God our God  
 
And if our God is for us  
Then who could ever stop us  
And if our God is with us  
Then what could stand against 

 

Peace 
 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

Children’s Message 
 

Word 

Readings                                                                                                  Romans 12:9-21 

                                                                                                              Matthew 16:13-20 
Sermon 
Song of the Day  

  “What a Beautiful Name”  
 
You were the Word at the beginning  
One with God the Lord Most High  
Your hidden glory in creation  
Now revealed in You our Christ  
  
What a beautiful Name it is, what a beautiful Name it is  
The Name of Jesus Christ my King  
What a beautiful Name it is, nothing compares to this  
What a beautiful Name it is, the Name of Jesus  
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Gathering 
Welcome 
Confession and Forgiveness 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, Ⴕ one God, source of hope in every nation, rest for the 
weary, glory and peace to the ends of the earth. Amen. 
Let us bring every burden to God. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

God of all mercy, 
we have sinned against you, our neighbors, and your creation. Within ourselves and 
our communities, our desire to do what is good is at war with the evil that dwells in 
us. We lament the evil that holds us captive. We repent of the evil we have done, 
and the evil done on our behalf. Rescue us, forgive us, and restore us for lives of 
compassion and courage through our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. 
All-merciful, Almighty God forgive you all your sins through the grace of Ⴕ Jesus Christ, 
and by the Spirit’s power strengthen you in doing what is good. Amen. 
 

Gathering Music 
 

“All Creatures, Worship God Most High!”                   
 

1 All creatures, worship God most high! 
Sound ev'ry voice in earth and sky: Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Sing, brother sun, in splendor bright; 
sing, sister moon and stars of night: 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

2 Sing, brother wind; with clouds and rain 
you grow the gifts of fruit and grain: Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Dear sister water, useful, clear, 
make music for your Lord to hear: 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 

3 Sing, brother fire, so mirthful, strong, 
drive far the shadows, join the throng: Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Dear mother earth, so rich in care, 
praise God in colors bright and rare: 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!  

Sunday, August 30, 2026 
10:00 am 

God Gives the Growth 
Pet Blessing Sunday 



You didn't want heaven without us  
So Jesus You brought heaven down  
My sin was great Your love was greater  
What could separate us now  
  
What a wonderful Name it is, what a wonderful Name it is  
The Name of Jesus Christ my King  
What a wonderful Name it is, nothing compares to this  
What a wonderful Name it is, the Name of Jesus  
What a wonderful Name it is, the Name of Jesus  
  
Death could not hold You, the veil tore before You  
You silence the boast of sin and grave  
The heavens are roaring, the praise of Your glory  
For You are raised to life again  
 
You have no rival, You have no equal  
Now and forever God You reign  
Yours is the kingdom, Yours is the glory  
Yours is the Name above all names  
 
What a powerful Name it is, what a powerful Name it is  
The Name of Jesus Christ my King  
What a powerful Name it is, nothing can stand against  
What a powerful Name it is, the Name of Jesus  
 
 

Prayers of the People 

 

 The response is:  Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

We share these prayers to you, our God, the one who always receives them. 
Additionally, we share prayers that remain left unsaid in the quiet of our hearts. 
Be with us, Jesus Christ, our wisdom and companion. Amen.  
 

Meal  
Communion 
 

The Lord be with you.  
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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Holy God, . . .   
. . . we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes:  
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.  
 

Lord’s Prayer 
                    

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever. Amen.   
 

Communion Blessing 
  

Bless these gifts and those who bear them, that your living presence be felt by all who 
receive this communion. Amen.  
 

Communion Song 
   “God with Us” 

 
Who are we, that You would be mindful of us  
What do You see- that's worth looking our way  
  
We are free, in ways that we never should be  
Sweet release- from the grip of these chains  
 

Pre-Chorus  
Like hinges straining from the weight  
My heart no longer can keep from singing  
  
Chorus  
All that is within me cries  
For You alone be glorified  
Emmanuel- God with us  
My heart sings a brand new song  
The debt is paid these chains are gone  
Emmanuel- God with us  
  
Lord You know, our hearts don't deserve Your glory  
Still You show- a love we cannot afford  
 

PRECHORUS AND CHORUS  
 
Such a tiny offering compared to Calvary  
Nevertheless we lay it at Your feet  
 

CHORUS 
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Post Communion Blessing 
 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in God’s 
grace.  Amen.   
 

Sending 
Prayer After Communion 
 

Blessing of the Pets 
 
Bless the Lord, all you his creatures.  

Bless the Lord, in heaven and on earth. 

Let us pray. O God, . . .  

. . . We ask this in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 

Lesson: Genesis 1:23-28, 31a 
 
All those with pets are invited to come forward with their animal to be individually 
blessed:  
 

 The pets are blessed. 
 

For all your creatures that breathe and move and have life,  
We thank you, O Lord. 
 

That we may love and honor the works of your hand,  
We thank you, O Lord. 
 

That each pet here may be treasured with care,  
We thank you, O Lord. 
 

As God has blessed you with these pets, so may they be blessed by your love and care. 
And the blessing of Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit be with you now and 
forever.  
Amen 
 

Blessing 
Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, Ⴕ one God, bless, heal, and hold you today and always. 
Amen. 
 

Announcements 
 
 
 
 
 

Sending Song 
  “Make Us One” 

 

Verse 1  
One with the Father one with the Spirit  
One with the Son of God  
One with our sister one with our brother  
One fam'ly by the blood  
  
Chorus 1  
Make us one make us one  
Your will be done make us one  
  
Verse 2  
One heart with heaven one mind connected  
One body unified  
Bind us together now and forever  
Jesus be glorified  
  
Chorus 1   
 

Bridge  
We confess all our offenses  
We confess we've been afraid  
We repent of all our pride  
Let all the hurt be washed away  
For all the wars and violence against our enemy  
Come heal our land with Your great river  
Restore the family and  
  
Chorus 1  
  
Chorus 2  
Make us one, make us one  
Let Your kingdom come  
Make us one, make us one  
 

Dismissal 
 

Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news! 
Thanks be to God. 
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SALC Annual Church Picnic 
Sunday, September 13; Following 9:00 am Worship  
All are invited to gather in the Fellowship Hall and on the Celebration Patio. Burgers, 
brats, hot dogs, and potluck dishes will be served. If you would like to bring a dish to 
pass or cupcakes/small cakes for bingo, please check out the display in the Narthex with 
pull-tags for needed items and to volunteer.  
 

GriefShare  
Monday, September 14-December 7; 6:30 pm; St. Stephen Lutheran Church, Wausau 
GriefShare is a 13-week video, national program. You can register by contacting Shirley 
Ostrem by email sjostrem2113@outlook.com or go to griefShare.org  
 

Confirmation 2026-2027 
Orientation: Wednesday, September 16; 6:30 pm - Fellowship Hall.  
Confirmation letters were sent to new 6th grade students and returning confirmation 
students at the beginning of July. If your family did not receive a letter with registration 
information, please contact jenna@salc-wausau.org.  
 

American Red Cross Blood Drive 
Thursday September 17; 10:00 am-3:00 pm  
The American Red Cross and Hello Kitty® are releasing exclusive NEW merch! Check the 
Network newsletter for more information and call 1 800 RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767) 
to make an appointment. 
 

A Fond Farewell to Waypost  
September 18-20 
As we prepare to close this chapter of Waypost's ministry, we hope you'll join us for a 
meaningful weekend of celebration, gratitude, and remembering. Please refer to the 
Network newsletter for more details and how to register. The main event on Saturday, 
September 19 is free and open to all.    

 

An Invitation To Join the 2027 Civil Rights Tour  
June 9–15, 2027 
The ECSW (Synod) is excited to invite you to join them for a transformative journey as 
they along with the Northern Great Lakes Synod partner together for a Civil Rights Tour. 
Registration is now open. You can view more details in the Network newsletter and also 
by going to ecsw.org/news/civil-rights-tour-2027. 

Hymns used with permission: 
OneLicense.net #A-703757 
Christian Copyright Solutions #11796 
Text and music:  Lutheran Book of Worship, alt. 
Text and music © 1978, 2006 Augsburg 
Fortress 

Saint Andrew Lutheran Church 
150202 County Road NN | Wausau WI 54401 
715.842.3333 
Facebook.com/salcwausau | www.salc-wausau.org 

Serving in Worship  
Pastor - Rev. Jack Busche 
Reader - Bob Grady 
Children’s Message - Jenna Diedrich 
 

Offerings   
We are grateful for a gift of any amount to further support the ministry of 
Saint Andrew. What you share makes a difference as we seek to be “open to 
all”.  For the many ways you give, thank you.  Offerings are received at the 
door in the offering box. Offerings may also be given via text by sending a 
text message to 715-800-2369 with the amount you would like to contribute OR you may 
give using the QR code here.  
 

Altar Flowers 
The flowers in the Sanctuary this morning are given to the glory of God by Phil and Helen 
Bickley in honor of the 2026-2027 school year.  
 

T-Coil Hearing Loop 
The Sanctuary is equipped with a hearing loop system. Those with hearing 
devices with a t-coil are encouraged to turn them on. 

 

           Announcements 
 

Lights, Camera... Ministry! 
Saint Andrew is looking for creative volunteers to join our Communications Ministry. If 
you enjoy making videos, designing graphics, taking photos, writing for social media, or 
simply want to learn something new, we'd love to have you on the team. Volunteers of 
all ages are welcome. Interested? Contact Bob at bwiederh@gmail.com to learn more.  
 

LWR School Kits and Personal Care Kits 
Wednesday, August 12 through Sunday, September 20  
It’s that time of year when we collect donations for Lutheran World Relief (LWR) School 
Kits and Personal Care Kits. Lists of needed items can be found in the Network 
newsletter and are also available in the Giving Corner. 
 

OWLS Are Rockin! 
Wednesday, September 2; 10:30 am 
The presentation will be "The Rocks Cry Out" (Luke 19:40): Discovering God's 
Handiwork in Wisconsin's Geology. Retired earth science teacher Paul Nelson 

will be the presenter. All are welcome to attend and a potluck lunch will follow the 
presentation.  
 

Lay School of Ministry Registration Now Open 
Registration is due Friday, September 4, 2026 
The East Central Synod of Wisconsin's Lay School of Ministry invites you to register for 
the 2026–2027 school year. Learn more in the Network newsletter and register at 
layschool.ecsw.org.  
 

Technical Support 
Bob Wiederhoeft 
Pam Czerwinski 
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READER
Pentecost 14

God’s Promises
During worship, we often hear God’s promises to us. Did you hear any 
promises today?

Unscramble the words and write God’s promises on the lines provided.

•	 Today is the 14th Sunday after Pentecost.
•	 During this season, we take time to learn about Jesus’ walk of life.
•	 Jesus was born, he lived, he died, and he was raised!

Walk the Walk
What has happened during your walk of life? 
In each tree along this road, write or draw about an important moment in 
your life.

God promises:

…to ovle us rovfeer

…to yats with us laaysw

…to tenlis to our rpyraes

…that we will evli with God in vhenae.



	   

Let  be 

;  what is 

, hold  

to what is . 

Romans 12:9
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Memory Verse
This week, play a game of Bible Blitz at home. 
Every day, open the Bible to any page and 
read one verse.

Paul talks about the marks of a Christian. Look 
up Galatians 5:22-23 to read some other 
characteristics of Christians.

Take Up Your Cross
Jesus tells his disciples to deny themselves, take up their cross, and follow him. 
Sometimes we have to think of God and others before ourselves.

What could you do to put God first? Write or draw about it inside this cross.

Bible Tip!

Hit the Mark
What is the mark of a Christian? 
Paul gives advice to Christians about how to treat each other.

Solve this puzzle to learn what Paul said:

A E H L N O R T V

Look It Up!



PRE-READER
Pentecost 14

•	 Today is the 14th Sunday after Pentecost.
•	 During this season, we learn about Jesus’ life.
•	 Jesus was born, he lived, he died, and he was raised!

Draw a picture of an important time in your 
life in each tree.

Worship is a time for us to feel God with us.

How did worship make you feel today? 
Draw a picture of your feelings here.
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Jesus knew that the time was coming when 
he would leave this world.

In one of his letters, Paul tells us to love one another.

Draw a heart around Squiggles. Then draw 
some people who you love inside the other 
hearts.
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