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A Devotion by Pr. Jack
Matthew 13:44-46
“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man found and
reburied; then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field.
“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls; on finding
one pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it.
What I love, even about these two short analogy stories from Matthew’s gospel, is
that even here there are multiple ways of reading them. When it comes to these two
parables about treasure and a pearl, we usually assume that we are the man or the
merchant, that we are to give everything up in exchange for this hidden salvation.
From this reading, our faith is an investment, not in this world, but in a world to
come, one unseen but certainly far more valuable than anything else. From another
angle, however, what if this is backward? What if, instead of being the man, we are
the hidden treasure? What if we are the pearl, rather than the merchant? Who then
is the one who gives up everything for the sake of unseen and unvalued treasure?

Who except Jesus? For the sake of a sinful humanity, Jesus gave up everything, even
his life in a shameful death on a cross. And he did so because he values us that much,
even when we fail to see value in ourselves. If the kingdom of heaven is like a man



who gives up everything joyfully for the sake of unseen riches, then Jesus is the very
first to do so, trusting that the cross and the grave would not be the end, and that his
self-sacrifice was worth it, for the sake of us, his treasure. In turn, we are called to the
same joyful embrace of this hidden kingdom, trusting that no matter what else we
may lose in this world, we are secure, because our life and future have been secured
in Christ: “And this is the will of him who sent me, that I should lose nothing of all that
he has given me but raise it up on the last day.” (John 6:39) Thanks be to God!  

Worship Greeters Needed!
As we look ahead to upcoming events in August and into the fall at Saint
Andrew, there will be new faces among us, as our neighbors and visitors come
to see all that our congregation has to offer, in worship, outreach and
fellowship. Because of that, we need more volunteer greeters to welcome
them!

If you are interested in helping to welcome old and new friends to Saint
Andrew, join Pastor Jack in the Parish Room at 9:15 am this Sunday,
August 2, for a Greeter Volunteer Training. All current volunteer greeters
are also asked to join this training. Thank you for considering being a
welcoming face to all those joining us in worship and fellowship!

Parking Lot Repair
Thanks to a generous donor and member of Saint Andrew, the parking areas
on the south (front) and west sides of Saint Andrew will be resealed and
painted on Monday and Tuesday, August 3 and 4. During these days, please
use the parking lot entrances on Partridge Avenue and use the northeast
(Chapel) building entrance. Thank you!

OWLS
Wednesday, August 5; 10:30 am
Join us as Pastor Jack and several of our youth share stories and
photos from their recent mission trip to Milwaukee. Hear how God
worked through their service and the impact this experience had

on their faith. There will be plenty of time to ask questions. Pot luck lunch
follows. Everyone is welcome!

Praise for a Purpose Worship and Fellowship



Friday, August 7
Praise for a Purpose will be a night of worship and fellowship to
benefit Sleep in Heavenly Peace at Saint Andrew. Sleep in Heavenly
Peace is the leading national non-profit dedicated to building and
delivering beds to children in need. Invite your friends and family to
this unique event to support this worthwhile cause through worship,

fellowship, and service.
6:00 pm - Fellowship will feature an ice cream social, hands-on activities to support
SHP, SHP Information and how to volunteer, and donation collection of pillows and
pillowcases.
7:00 pm - Worship will feature joyful music, meaningful scripture, stories about SHP’s
impact, and a monetary offering collection for SHP.

Come Build a Bed Build at Saint Andrew!
Saturday, August 8; 8:15 am-1:00 pm

Volunteers will be guided in using woodworking tools such as saws,
drills, sanders, and many other pieces of equipment as well as learn
how to stain and apply the SHP brand with an old-fashioned branding iron. There is a
job for everyone of any age or ability! Kids/youth are welcome to volunteer with a
supervising adult.

Your time is valued and needed! Please sign up for a time slot using the QR code
above or this link. You are welcome to sign up for more than one. Help us fill all three
time slots!

8:15-10:00 am          9:45-11:30 am                     11:15-1:00 pm

A light, continental breakfast will be provided in the morning as well as a light
lunch in the afternoon.

If you have any questions or need assistance in signing up, please contact Karen
Wegge or Patrick Kieper.

Be a Star In a Child's Story - SHP Bedding & Pillow Drive
Through August 8

https://xz5vr4eab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001D6wJGyUMREJLSMa5fsEvlPKR3vJU_ve58LyoLTs_v4z6dolLLax8qmK4M6Aygf3Ci-VIKB2Zogexs-SHaDsmC6DL6RUE2JgsPvW_2E8iMBBRRk_d6r3FfrEy8YomHLA6rgEwl_JytsuiJDw_Johnm9UgFMuctsPn&c=MfglWssQem5jXZgrLRrCOU5pEIiTEN5aLg0YNgn_hdIAUkPgM5f7Hg==&ch=5j-zt85q_kGbpj44PN5c4v1f94B17nCYXUAZCFgTJkxcCvSC0XRbQA==
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Your gift helps create a place where children can rest, dream, grow, and thrive.
Every pillow, sheet set, and mattress cover helps ensure that when a child receives a
bed from Sleep in Heavenly Peace, they also receive a complete sleeping environment
filled with comfort and care.

Bedding drive goal: 40 sets of sheets, mattress protectors and pillows

Items we are collecting - must be new - please only bring what is listed below:
Twin Mattress Protectors/Covers (Especially needed!)
Twin Sheet Sets: solid colors preferred; fitted and flat sheet with pillow case
Standard Pillows

﻿Donations may be placed in the Giving Corner at Saint Andrew throughout the
campaign.

Special Congregational Meeting
to

Approve Roof Expense
 

﻿Sunday, August 16
9:15 am

Fellowship Hall

A Congregational Meeting will be held following 8:00 am worship to vote on the
approval of roof repair expenses exceeding the 2026 Spending Plan. The proposed
project is necessary to protect and preserve our building for future ministry.
 
Details regarding the scope of the work, financing, and recommendations will be
presented prior to the vote and members will have an opportunity to ask questions.
All participating church members are encouraged to attend and participate as we
prayerfully make this important decision together.

Eligible voters are: participating members who have been confirmed, have
made a financial contribution of record and have communed at Saint Andrew
this past calendar year. 

New Service Series: Cultivating God’s Kin-dom



In Matthew’s Gospel, we find that the kingdom of God grows
wherever Christ the Sower scatters seeds of mercy and grace,
and we are invited into this work. The Holy Spirit is with us,
tending our hearts, and encouraging us to build on Christ. In this
series we'll learn while we are invited into this work, God gives
the growth of the harvest. The work of the kingdom is really a

“kin-dom.” Christ our King and Judge entered the world as our brother, and that in
him we are made brothers and sisters, “heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ.”
(Romans 8:17)

August 2: Sharing the Harvest
August 9: Listening For God’s Guidance
August 16: Sowing Mercy
August 23: Building On The Rock
August 30: God Gives the Growth

Saint Andrew Spending Plan Monthly Update
Looking back at June:

Average weekly attendance:  239 In Person; 64 Online
 
For more information, please see the Finance and Stewardship bulletin board just
outside the office.

“One in Spirit” Yoga
Transforming the mind, body, and spirit 

NAMI Northwoods received a donation of $1876 from our yoga group.
We donated in memory of Bernice Gladys "Bernie" Corsten, who was Lenette

Hoover’s skip for curling. Bernie volunteered time at NAMI, and we were honored to
donate in her name. NAMI Northwoods provides advocacy, education, support and



public awareness throughout Marathon, Lincoln, and Langlade counties so that all
individuals and families affected by mental illness can build better lives.

      
***There will be NO yoga practices held at Saint Andrew August 11 - September 9. 

Looking forward to seeing you on your mats in the fall!

Saint Andrew Prayer List
Do you know of someone who is in need of prayer? (Please ask first). Call the church
office at 842-3333 to have names added to the list at the Prayer Center. You can also
visit the Prayer Center in the back of the Sanctuary, light a candle and write your
prayer request in the prayer book. The list will be updated on a regular basis. The first
names of those needing prayer will be recognized in worship weekly. As you review
the day to day list of events that take place at Saint Andrew, please also give
consideration to those who have requested prayers.
 

For these we pray...

Thank you, Lord, for always answering prayer, but not indulging my every petty, private request.
Thank you for winnowing and refining, vetoing and delaying, refusing and revising. Thank you for
being God and never less, for freeing me for wide horizons, for protecting me from my limited
vision and wayward will. Thank you for foiling my every effort to unseat you and make myself king.
Thank you for keeping it safe for me to pray.

—Gerhard E. Frost
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Adult Studies
Adult Bible Study
Sundays, 9:15 am - Garden Room (Sign up here)
September-May

Men's Bible Study
1st Wednesday of the month, 7:00 am - Fellowship Hall
for

﻿breakfast and bible study (Sign up here)
2nd-5th Wednesdays, 7:15 am - Zoom

﻿Wonder? Women's Bible Study
Wednesdays, 9:30 am - Parish Room (Sign up here)

Men's Discussion Group
Thursdays, 7:00 am - Garden Room

Connect With the Wider Church
Saint Andrew is a part of the East Central Synod of
Wisconsin or ECSW. The ECSW is one of 12 synods

that make up Region 5 of the ELCA (Evangelical Lutheran Church of America)
in the United States. Visit the ECSW website and read their weekly
newsletter, The Wave. To stay up to date on synod news and for resources,
visit the ECSW website and to stay connected to the ELCA churchwide, visit
the ELCA website.

Read ELCA Presiding Bishop Yehiel Curry's message to the church on the
cusp of the 250th anniversary of the Declaration of Independence here.

Network Newsletter
Printed copies of the weekly Network newsletter are available on the table in the
Narthex. If you would like to receive the newsletter via email, please call the church
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office at 715-842-3333 or email joy@salc-wausau.org to let us know.

Saint Andrew Sunday Worship Livestream

8:00 am Traditional
Click here for YouTube-
Traditional
Click here for Facebook-
Traditional

﻿10:00 am Modern
Click here for YouTube-Modern
Click here for Facebook-Modern

Weekly Worship
Sunday

8:00 am - Traditional Worship
10:00 am - Modern Worship

(The Sanctuary is
T-Coil Hearing Loop Enabled)

﻿Thursday
12:15 pm - Chapel

Recorded Worship
﻿on Spectrum

Sunday worship is livestreamed on the
﻿SALC Facebook page and on Youtube each

week. The recorded service can then be
found on Spectrum channel 980 on the

following days and times:

﻿Tuesday - 2:00 pm                 
Thursday - 10:30 am
Friday - 6:00 pm              
Sunday - 7:00 am

Office Hours
Monday-Thursday
8:30 am-4:30 pm

Network and Bulletin Weekly Deadline
Send submissions electronically for the Network and/or bulletin to

joy@salc-wausau.org by
Monday at 3:00 pm

mailto:joy@salc-wausau.org
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